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3 Court News and Views

Y., THE UNITED STATES BANRKRUPTCY COURT
')gg;ll;; ",1”” MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA
16| October 2019

Wel come to another edition of our newsl et t

Chamb&hss has been another busy year for ¢
July, so now Judge Sawyer has Montgomery 1
Opeli ka, Dot han 13s, and Mont goi@serjyudr7isc.i allu
and Kimberly Wal dropemevedaoeer { awbellkr&.
term | aw clerks: Nick Lamparski joined the
Sneed joined the court with JudgearBd &y alyida s
on page 11.

New Rules andThWemehdmentsle changes that go
practices. Pl ease see the overview we put
changes at wuscourts.gov. Click on Rules an
Amendment s.

New Statutes Aff ect ilnng aBdadni ktriuopnt ctyo Rrhaec tniecwe
sever al new statutes that have gone into e
Browmnarticle on page 5 for the h&gafttgbles
for a -dmeoprteh ilnook at the HAVEN Act.

Next Gen:are officially on the schedule to u
ALNB went Ilive on it | ast year, and ALSB i
significant change ymoru fwadtlurse.e Yaou tvhiel Is i m;
account to use Next Gen, but that gives you
password for any court on Next Gen.

Tools and ECF Proc&8duhasvef begAnt pit a
attorneys on our website. Hopefully
Ssubmi ssion errors, thereby saving vy
over he summer and plan to add mor
ar n page 8 for a |ist

0

We nd Emhebhst&pdanhebnue t
al i ssues, schedule cha

ur emai l updates. You c
er of our homepage (und
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Sawyer, Chief U.S. Ban
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very few items of subs
negative notice. Theepu

practitioners of potent.i

ench
one
saw
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vi ded
t o
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nd

to those motions and gbj ec
with@nral®etgotviemae, ngs malli ynadl f
20 different kind

IctRwlhes 3®OEIl ai ms may al so be file

i ch be filed using negative nc
yer want a hearing, even if nc
mbe d roinreg . whi ch ar e-lnot

may
may

ed.

d under negative -thaoy ipger ipogdchads epa
bl em. Motions should be served in
ofii twoird hgn earet @och pley wdy i sf wa iftdrem a
n problem is where the respondent
n made applicable by Rul ¢
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Danielle K. Greco was sworn in as the bankrup
Al abama on June 27, 2019. She rejoins the jud
Ral ei gh, North Carolina. Prior to her work at

advisor for t
DC. She joine

he BA program at the Administrat
d
Robinson and J
.
f
I

the AO after clerking in the N
ge Mitchel @, cameéerheh es &r viPmg
d her career at Moore & Van A

ud
Ms . Greco starte
ocus from corporate creditor wo
ab
ct

, shifting her
Bi rmi ngham, A

ama, to work at Bradley Arant

practicing in BA distri S, she is excited about her
Ms. Greco earned her B.A. in Political Science from |
the University of Texas School of Law. She i syemardri ed

daughter.

Chapter I3 TIirpuss

Sabrina L. Mc Ki nney, Chapter 13 Trustee

Hope this finds you all well!! We I@sa voef fai cceo uwpel ew ooufl dn elv
this edition

Starting October 1, 2019, we Wi |lof fhiawe @alnleavd evnlaa tt s mydl
you or your debtor need a case payout figure, please e
processed by the system and r odst eod ftioc et hweh oa pwirl d p rpieartfeo
you the audited bal ance. Pl ease be aware that i fohytosur
emai | box for service. This will cut down on phone cal
For the users of the 13net wor k, you should know that t
transition to the 13nedtwbaki wamatotaneedeat hahedhbgbes
13network and your I|ink is no |l onger wor ki g, nybddw i deueac
changed. I f you find you are having any dif |ofth'cestn
us of your difficultiefmatYeuomayebdaacoessickldet hat V be
will enable you to see the updated status of youroulase
be able to see the case notes that set out what ivsedue
i nformation on other matters such as motions to dismis
calendar, pl eadsse ocfofnitcded,t vetathdk Wirows tt e ough t hi s feature
Many déebuosel are used to seeing no provision |letters
the | etters are now being sent starting the firstmoday
provisions claims early in t he -ccoansfei,r nwaet i hoonp emotthiiosn switlol
receive one of these |l etters prior to confirmation, pl
recommending the case for confirmati on.

Finall vy, I would |Ii ke to thank all of for your patvieenc
i ncreased our debtor usage of NDC.org by more than 30C(
proven to be a success, we will continue to sign 4ulp de
meeting. I would also |Iike to remind you all that the
as well. This is particularly wuseful for those of you
trustees in the nation are participating in the NDC. or
He&e hoping that the cooler fall weather wil!/ be comin
changes afs tolid i TreustAse al ways, pl ease feel freds toof fciocne

do to assist you.
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Bankruptcy and the I nternal Reve

Taking a proactive approach to tax i ssue
Civil Di vi si @n,O0fd.is.e , AtM.oD.neAyl ab ama

e United &t Otfdd cht trerpmreysents the I nternal Revenue S
l ed in a bankruptcy proceeding. Prior to the invol v
merous i ssues with taxes that can probably be avoi de
b factrtsor neys navigate the complex world of the I RS an

1) As an initial matter, i f you know your <client
sol vency Office (I RS/ CIl O), -7TRB.4GG. B s h7eda3ter,e dH. ht i ¢l nardted eprt
ere may be tax issues, it is advisable to I|list S he I
ceives proper notice of the filing. Early and pms@gpe:!
at may del ay or disrupt the regular progress of a b:

2) If the 1 RS/ CI O was not initially notified of t
s e, then the 341 notice need®3%538Be faxed to them.

3) The I RS/ CI O can help you navigate some issues
ease call the | RS/ CIO. The -&7@4e2p4h canned nt uhneb ehro ufrosri otfh eo
iday, 7 AM to 10 PM (Eastern Ti me).

y is filed and the I RS receive
oisegentheéeodeéebeodeband t he che
MNotfilla¢eer thad. 8h€é. dAY308( awhi ¢
er section 341(a) t he debhteor
he a

e

4) Once a bankru
h attached Form &
t returns have no
e |l ed to be held
t appropriate t
i

u u
r shall file with ayuet ahro rpi etriiec
g

X
on the date o0of t filing of the petition.

, Seattl e, San Bernardino, and Nashvill eédat Eac he
|l ve tax issues. I f you need telephone numbeamog
e to comt2aBl2t80our of fice at 334

6) Upon the initial filing of the bankruptcy, we
count transcript and a -weagre @erdi o dh cprmeort rtam stchreé pp e tf ic

d
0
n
5) The I RS has insolvency specialists who handl e
a
e
t

7) Once a proof of claim (POC) has been filed in
ecialist to coftsac reEtEeINGIThEe,i BOGss bt gsf or unfiled r ¢
igned and unredacted) to the insolvency specialist
solved prior to the filing of the objection.

8) Service of o-bjpg etcito manst a ol RS ad Imsi mg e contested
07, 7004, and 9014. The objection to an | RS clai m mt

(a) The Attorney General of the United Sta®0e€91;95
(b) United 6tatkeiscéditilirdelye Di strict of Al AL Dmag, a

(c) the Internal Revenue Service, CentraliZ&8d6lL ns
addition, we recommend, though it is not requiedd,
rt 3 of the P@®C.OfThe eU.d®.esAtntodr geet notice of the fi
rvice must be made by mail at the above 6adQfrfeiscsee si.s (
e bankruptcy case.

I n sum, t hedes UOTFSF.i cAe thoir ghnhely§c oeunncsoeul r atgoe sb ed epbrtooarcst i ve i
sues and to contact the I RS as early as possible to
X I ssues can often be resolved prior to the need to

Vol. 16 | October 2019 4



New Bankruptcy Laws: Hi ghl i ght

By Jessica Brown, Career Law Clerk to J
On August 23, 2019, the president signed into |l aw thr
Ameri can Veterans i n EMANVEMe dddrace dt MAe t Smd | 2 0OBR®s i(nhes Re
Al t hough significant effects can be anticipated, the
changes to 11 U.S.C. A101. However, the Small Busi nes
chapter 11 of the bankruptcy code (in addition to var
di scussed bel ow, but all attorneys and parties are en

FAMI LY FARMER RELI HFf HONORI NG AMERI CAN VETERANP
201

ACT OF 9 NEED ACT QHAXYENXDAcCt
PL 16 August 23, 2019, [PB3 sftfaﬁt A1Lb97L53t 23, 2019, 133
more det ai ed article on thi

Ef fect ilvhemeDditeaet:el vy

: : . ffect InemeDdataeteI
0 0 Ll e e e e [ e b U S R D J

t he

def i nifftd minl yolifyarn memr easi n ¢ Iﬂlh@hld}@mhnd$m$ectloon 101(10B)
$10, 000, 000 calcul ati on of mont hly incpm
SignifTlkanicecreased debt PGP R b OeRhe PRI VGt ELXRRRAET TP
relief fesorf aAmelryi cfaar mer s b$|grhabﬂ£jc@|g|w@@§6f|t@m current
qualify for chapter 12 Ir"Ida‘3loulat|on a myriad of velfe

SMALL BUSI NESS REORGANI ZATI ON ACT OF 2
PL X6 August 23, 2019, 133 Stat 1
Ef fect iRebrDumareyy 2020

Hi ghl i ght s:

§8Amends chapt éSUBAHARTIBREODRGANI ZATI ON OF SMALL BIUSI| NEGI
tion, 11 U.&. €ef ADL(86cD)s amended.

8§Debtorfepitdbyt checking a box on the voluntary petition

01
07¢

8A mandatory status conference i-stategaicedfwrehta 66p:«
the status conference.

8A standing trustee is appointed in every case andai s
myriad of duties which include appearing at wvarious |
makes timely payments unde® paphlmant saodddi st hebpt ang!
80nly the debtor may file a plan. Absent exceptions arl
than 90 days after the entry of the order of relief

8The Absolute Priority Rule does not apply.

8A disclosure statement is not required, but the pllyan
sis, and proj é&ctaibdans tof ttoh enadkesb tpaary ment s .

8Section 1191 deals with confiaildmatfi drmeofr etqlué r@lmemtan ®
paragraph (159r e ohett.hat secti on

8§3-t oy®dar plan ter ms

8§Subject to certain qualifications, a plan & ampr imodii g &
dence.

8The pl aff aiurstarbd® equi tabl e.

SAI | pl an payments are made through the standing trust
8The debadmunsel -pani have al prem of | ess than $10, 000 an

Signi filteancew subchapter expands opgaottoumietyises Ther Shnat
provides guidelines, clari fications, and possibilitie

Vol. 16 | October 2019 5
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T VA Veterans Disability

Pay VA Dependency
[ T ok ehestad ri aoms
Chapter 61
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ons to Secti on of Ti

HR 293852 Pu®beelLredilsi

101(10A)

Amendments to the Federal Rul es of Bank
Effective December 1, 2019

Rul e 4001 Rel i efé (¢ )y o tAait winma gsi Csr uSddaitv i si on no | onger
Rul e 6007 (b) AbandonmenMobrodDi spoRPalTheni of EPnepespgci
are to be served with the motion and any notice of dshe
if a timely objection is madédnothei aogutthembanhkseptilyec
clarifies that once an order has been entered on ca®rmot
effect the abandonment of property outlined in the mot
Rul e 9036 Notice -@ahd Hfelei besGbeenabmgnded to per mit
Note that a filer who receives notice that the transmi
Rul e 9037(h) Privacy Protect(ihgn Modr ofi Ition Re dMad e awiPtr le
Parties seeking to redact information protected unrde-r
dactions and t hefctldaichmenumbet hef prloefpreviously filed d
redacted documents to the motion and 6&eravd otrme ymo ttirars t
ruptcy administrator, filer of t he unredacted document
dacted The court wildl restrict public access to the n
motion i s granted, the cour't wi || docket the redacted

Vol. 16 | October 2019
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Practice Polnt e

| . Defaul t: Requesting Entry o
and Filing Motions for Default
Applicabl e Rules: Fed. R. Bankr. Proc. Rul e 7004. Pro
Rul e 7055. Default
I f a party against whom judgment is sought has failed
that the clerk enter default against the defendant. R
Two examples that are frequently overl ooked are 7004

serving an insured depository institution.

T 7004(b)(4): Corporatiosner Pace nmusthilpe maddslbycfiat $tor
regi stered agent
I

T 7004 (h): nsur ed-sDeerpvoisciet omuys tl nbset inaudtei obny cer ti fi ed m
Additionally, 7004(e) states that all summons and com
i mportant to understand the requirements of Rule 7004
Def aul tstiesp aprtovwess. First, you ask the clerk to dnhet
"move the court" to do anything. I nstead, ask the cle
have been met, so do not forget to upload the summMe&ns

fault by wusi nddtvleirs adgc ketMi swcerdtl:aneous > Request for

If the clerk determines al/l requirements are met, idef
docketAdwernstary > Motions > Default Judgment

I Filing Dismissals in Adver sa
Applicable Rule: Fed. R. Bankr. Proc. Rul e 7041. Di sn
A court order is not always required to dismiss an ady
di smiss an action without a court order by filingaa no
motion for summary judgment . Rule 7041(a) (1) (A) (ii) st
action by a joint stipulation of dismissal

Before docketingchéek di seni seslal opwidogbt @ avoi d common er
f The style of the case contains the correct case info
T The body of the documen&d ditsemssthe oorjecntrateppha
T The body of the document <clearly states which partie
T The body of the document states whether the dismissa
Use the following docketing events to file dismissals:

1) Pl ai nt iAfdfv'esr sdairsymi>s sNeolt:i ces > Di smi ssal in an adyv

2) Joint stipAdatrenarygf>dNemiseal > Stipulated di s mi
adversary proceeding

| f there are no errors on the notice, the clerk wil!/ a

Vol. 16 | October 2019 7



Updates to Local Rul es

I n June, the Eleventh Circuit judicial counci l appr ove

Pl ease go to our website and review the full text of t

f LBR 51005Any supporting documentation to a filing must
number . Each attachment should be described so it cl
easily identify and navigate the various components

f LBR 910:37To prepare for the nationwide changes to the
our | ocal ule on how redactions are processed. Mot i
docket entry or proof of c¢claim number of the origina
service. This change prevents the hassle of remember
entered.

r
-
h

T I'f you have questions about fi-Fiogensyetdhetcase a
charge of reviewd:dB8b5brdedacti ons, at 334
To help navigate these changes more smoothly, we have
should follow to file attachments and motions to reedac
procedures.

Attorney Tool s

Over the summer, we i mplemented twdanpwewakeontar fandagt
you to procedures for attorneys.

The at tdbayweyal3ddndar popul ates all the calendared evelnt
attorney to easily see his or her upcoming court datfe
The | ink for ECF procedures for attorneys ®urdreearst IGu | id
Adding Attachments to a Document in ECF, Filing Redac
and Filing Motions for Default Judgment. They give in
Both -dhg 88l endar and the procedures | ink can be foun
Attorney Resources tab. We plan to add more procedune
know if you have suggestions for additional procedurne
Feel free to bring your thoughts to one of -9G@BB0M0hTr e g

Debtor Electronic Bankruptcy Noticing 7 -}
)

As a reminder, pl ease remember to offer de \“AQX! 0
voluntary service that all ows dgeebnteorrast eedo nro M (I
emai | rat her than U. S. mai | . Debt ors who si '

when angye nceoruartted notice or order is docket e. . v heir

For more information&Gowf Deé BN ,-3a8t000G,13 8o vOiksdi tc loeuwrk websi t
www. al mb. uscourts. gov/ debn.

Vol. 16 | October 2019 8



B B B BB BB EEEEBEERERENB.
HELPFUL TIPS

FROM OUR CASE ADMI NI STRATORS

When you file a petition, be sure to add al/l name s
by Dot Adams. Pl ease add Dot Adams as a name the d

T I f the debtor is a Jr or a Sr but someti mes do ¢
sure to add the name without the Jr or Sr . For

In a joint case, the names of both debtors shoul d
When you are drafting the style of the case, pl eas
T Use only the full name of the debtor; do not |
f Do not include any part of the soci al security

T Jud@ensiti als are not required, but if you wuse
BPC for Judge Creswell

Do not add additional fields to forms and document
For exampl e: if you add a date field on a chapter
bl ock, you have blanks for the date, you must fil]l

When you file an amended petition, be sure to edit
Here is a checklist for amended chapter 13 plans:
T I'nclude &t hreandee.bt or
T I'nclude the case number.
T Check the amended box at the top of the form.
T Provide a certificate of service showing you nc¢
T I'nclude ®&Gheigthtadrumey and date signed.

I f the chapter 13 plan has already been confirmed
along with the amended pl an.

The certificate of service must include il amguady
that a copy of the motion to modify plan post &conf

Remi nder abdut LBR 9011

T Every pleading or paper filed with this court s
ing information: the full name of each person
| east one tel ephmaniel naudmbreers,s.anSdi gmmtair es may be
cluding [/ s/, on the signature | ine. A signatur e

ur clients ] out money orders for the <co

When yo fi
ng obscures the routing number and we cannot

wr i ti

Vol. 16 | October 2019 9



HELPFUL TIPS

FROM CHAMBERS AND COURTROOM DEPL

Chambers filing tip:

T Unl ess there is an objection, all 9007 negative noti
pointed out that some of these orders | ack a desired
i nformati on) . Proposed or amended orders clarifying
When a more detailed order is desired, a hearing is
|l anguage, be surmefgaebshc Diom etHled eti imtiglr @ sof t he moti on.

iMoti on f or

Courtroom deputy

T

you want
moti on.
how to
t articl

When you fil
the moti on.
Ensuring al|l

| f
t h
k n
s h
h

T

When a debto
1016 for pro
effect wupon
than file a
counsel, i n
entry of an

I f the ded
R. Bankr .
of the &est
probate ad
in a chapt
shoul d be
and in h
court [
hand,

t he <ca

ea
Pr
at
mi
er
ma
b

O_SI—P

t e
[ I
f fu
e pr

To file a su

Vol. 16 | October 2019

Rel i ef oafiMb t Reoqu ¢ 9t Afveri dHdareion a nd

Request

tips:
your motion f
Pl ease go o o®mrchamiert
attach a cument to a
e on how do it.

or relief from stay to be h

t eprocdedenvéeewfdudio

do filing, go to our
t o

e a motion to approve

This is also true with
creditors are properly

compr omi se
a moti on
noticed

or
t o
wi |

- = —+
® o —

s e
app
I p

and
Dwi ght
reprinted

Deat h
Judge
and

Bankruptcy
D. Wil liams,
from News and

Jr .

Edited Vi ews

ies during t he &p eantdeonrcnye yo fs hao ubl adn ki rouopkt
ur @l cdaisree citsi ofni.l eldf ulenhdekea @ échhtagprt eirn ¢7q mp en
continuation of th& admiominetyr athioah do
estion of death in CM/ ECF. The decea
cases, should file a motion to excu

r of discharge.

o Ve O Qo Q

e
h
u
0
-

©c3un”w—~0o =

g
t
e

86
OC.
e

¢ dsesboboe under chapters 11, 12, or 13,
1016, the case is due to be di smstsse
and creditors. Bear in mindé&Gt heaeti ra dihsa
nNi st ag¢stoamt @efi n het atee e@aserdt . As in the cl
11, 12, or 13 case should file a sugges
de in the suggestion of death regarding
est interest of the parties. I f futrtd her
ake no furthe@® detitbn medat tiengaslkee wnoiti
ther administration is not possiblesmar

spectively wunless a timely objection to

g g e Bntoitaicna ¢oef g odreya tohf, QM/Ema Fho@oantt engear .han t he
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Kell ey Martin was born and raised in Mont gol
from Huntingdon College in 2000. She joined
spending seven years working for Carly Wilki

football and her daughter cheer for the Mar bi

Joe Spedale was born in Panama City, FIl or i reti
2019 after 21 years of service. He parti c| i n C
Enduring Freedom. He received a B.S. in Lefg udi es
he joined the court as a case administr at offks ept e mt
out, and spend time with his wife and dogs

Mar k Si monds was born at Fort Hood, Texas,
years in the United States Air Force as pa
Operation Northern Watch, Operation Sout he
started with our court in June 2@®19Skasds Iasn B
Progr am, and upon his retirement he was hi
has a B. S. and M. H. A. in Healthcare Admini

Accounting.

Hayden Sneed was born in Fort Worth, Te as
undergraduate degree from the University at
Goode Jones School of Law in 2015, and h m T
2016. Prior to joiniagtemm Icowrdc!|l eask Juda ce
years at Grainger Legal Services, LLC. I e
coll ege and professional baseball, and h rait
Ni cholas (Nick) Lamparski was born in Detr
and Constitutional Democracy with a @usiame
Madi son Coll ege in 2016. He earned his J.D
During | aw school , Nick served in the Horl
Commi ssion and was a summer associate at
interned at Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd
wor k, Nick enjoys spending time with fami

|l i stening to musi c.
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Al'l Work and No Pl ay Woul d Mxfafni

Congratul ations on Your Ret

After 22 years with the court, Cynthia
June 30, 2019. &ewwr k|l emhss, Ckmblwi @adge,
We wish her the very best that retireme

ANNUAL AWARDS DAY
This year mar ks significant mil estones
15th, the bankruptcy court held its ant
empl oyees were honored for their years
programmer analyst (20 years) ; Ker wi n \
courtroom deputy (15 years); JC Guerrerl
chief deputy clerk (5 years). I n addi ti
compl eting our annual goal s and ot her

ATTORNEY FORUMS 2019

Pl ease join us again this year at|our

Mont goimM®ctyober 30th in the 341 Meeti pg r
OpeliiNvcawember 4th in the bankruptcly co
Dot hd?Nmvember 15th in the bankruptcly he

Al | forums wi || begin at 9:30. Feel fyree

We | ook forward to seeing you [t her
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